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Farm Service Agency Still Accepting Nominations for 
County Committee Members 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) began accepting nominations for 
county committee members on June 15. Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for 
these members who make important decisions about how federal farm programs are administered locally. All 
nomination forms for the 2021 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by 
Aug. 2, 2021. 

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program, and reside in the LAA that is up for 
election this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee. A cooperating producer is 
someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have 
not applied or received program benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying 
organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women and beginning 
farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote, and hold office. 

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serving on FSA county 
committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year terms. Producers 
serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the day-to-day operations of the agency. Committee 
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members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price 
support programs, county office employment and other agricultural issues. 

LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction. This may include 
LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area. 

More Information 

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved in their 
county’s election. They should check with their local USDA Service Center to see if their LAA is up for 
election this year. To be considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form 
or an FSA-669-A-3 for urban county committees. The form and other information about FSA county 
committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 1, 2021. To find your local USDA Service 
Center, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 

USDA Offers Drought Impacted South Dakota Farmers and 
Ranchers Immediate Disaster Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist you 
in your recovery efforts following drought. Available programs and loans include: 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due 
to natural disasters including qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing). 

• Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) – provides compensation to eligible livestock producers 
who suffered grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased 
land 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Drought is not an eligible adverse 
weather event, except when associated with anthrax, a condition that occurs because of drought and 
directly results in the death of eligible livestock. 

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree 
growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disasters including excessive wind 
and qualifying drought. 

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) - 
provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or 
other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs. 

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations located in a county 
under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest loans help 
producers recover from production and physical losses. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers 
to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters and to implement emergency water 
conservation measures in periods of severe drought. 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, you must report prevented planting and failed acres (crops and 
grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA). 
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For more information on these programs, contact your local County USDA Service Center at or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

Soil Health and Drought Management/Resource Workshop 

 

 

ELAP Covers Losses from Additional Cost of Transporting 
Water to Livestock 
If you’ve incurred additional operating costs for transporting water to livestock due to an eligible drought, 
assistance may be available to you through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

An eligible drought means that part or all of your county is designated D3 (extreme drought) or higher as 
indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

Eligible livestock must be adult or non-adult dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo and beefalo, as well as alpacas, 
deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, reindeer, or sheep. Additionally, the livestock must have been owned 
60 calendar days prior to the beginning of the drought and be physically located in the county designated as a 
disaster area due to drought. Adequate livestock watering systems or facilities must have existed before the 
drought occurred and producers are only eligible if they do not normally transport water to the livestock. 
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Livestock that were or would have been in a feedlot are not eligible for transporting water. ELAP covers the 
additional cost of transporting water and does not cover the cost of the water itself. 

You must file a notice of loss on form CCC-851 the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent to 
you or by Jan. 31, 2022.  Additionally, the deadline to submit an application for payment for 2020 ELAP 
assistance is Jan. 31, 2022. 

You’ll have to provide documentation to FSA that shows the method used to transport the water, the number 
of gallons of water transported and the number of eligible livestock to which water was transported. 

To make an appointment to sign up for ELAP and to learn more about eligibility, application and 
documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers to complete crop acreage reports by 
the July 15 deadline for 2021 crop year spring-seeded crops, perennial forage & Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acreage. 

After planting is complete, producers should contact their local County FSA Office to complete the Report of 
Acreage form (FSA-578) by July 15. 

The following exception applies to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the date listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or 
harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions, please contact your local FSA office.  

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
Cover Crop Guidelines 
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered 
by other agricultural disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible losses include: 

• Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of 
purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated with 
gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever. 

• Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed 
purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive 
losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

• Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to 
an eligible adverse weather event. 
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If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2021, you must 
file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee losses) 
• An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2022 

 

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them 
updated. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered excessive 
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable documentation 
of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to your local 
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you 
must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and 
should maintain documentation and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts. 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against 
lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, 
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), 
among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 
15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest 
date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
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USDA Announces Increase to Certain Incentive Payments 
for Continuous Conservation Reserve Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is increasing incentive payments for practices installed on land enrolled in 
the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is upping the 
Practice Incentive Payment for installing practices, from 5 percent to 20 percent. Additionally, producers will 
receive a 10 percent incentive payment for water quality practices on land enrolled in CRP’s continuous 
signup.  FSA administers CRP on behalf of the Commodity Credit Corporation. 

Under continuous CRP, producers can enroll environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation 
practices with signup available at any time. FSA automatically accepts offers provided the land and producer 
meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the number of acres FSA is 
allowed to enroll in CRP, which was set by the 2018 Farm Bill. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the United States. 
It was originally intended primarily to control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking 
marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and 
economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year anniversary this month. Program successes include: 

• Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 million dump 
trucks; 

• Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95% and 85%, 
respectively; 

• Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million cars 
off the road; 

• Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 stream 
miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world seven times; and 

• Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, turkey, 
bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows and many other birds. 

The successes of CRP contribute to USDA’s Agriculture Innovation Agenda and its goal of reducing the 
environmental footprint of  U.S. agriculture by half by 2050. Earlier this year, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue announced the Department-wide initiative to align resources, programs, and research to 
position American agriculture to better meet future global demands.  

For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov,  or contact your local FSA county office.    

 

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup. 

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally 
sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve environmental health and 
quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent 
soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. 

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices can 
be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive bidding during 
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specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain 
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. 

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local County USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 

Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program 
benefits. 

The following are FSA signature guidelines:  

• A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 
• For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent 

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable for 
refunds, liquidated damages, etc. 

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form or be a 
variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - John W. Smith is on 
the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as 
Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.  

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable program 
forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful transmission and 
receipt of FAXED information.  

Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:  

• Promissory note 
• Assignment of payment 
• Joint payment authorization 
• Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase 

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an 
interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office.  

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations or other similar entities.  Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on behalf of the other in 
order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.  

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all members 
unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual 
interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county office. 
Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts must consist 
of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, 
capacity, and name of entity. 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 
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Foreign Buyers Notification 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural 
land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have purchased or sold 
agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. 
Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of 
the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions 
are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from these 
disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress concerning the effect 
of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for more information on AFIDA. 

 

Supervised Credit from FSA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans from a commercial 
lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help you graduate to commercial 
credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through training and credit counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff will advise 
borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to commercial credit. FSA 
borrowers are responsible for the success of their farming operation, but FSA staff will help in an advisory 
role, providing the tools necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Applying for Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and 
operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide 
the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above 
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and 

assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, 
along with providing adequate supervision. 

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 
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South Dakota Farm Service Agency 

200 4th Street SW 
Huron, SD 57350 

Phone: 605-352-1160 
Fax: 855-243-6003 

Acting State Executive Director: 

Joseph Schultz 
  

Program Managers: 
 
Owen Fagerhaug - Conservation 
Logan Kopfmann - Disaster Relief 
Theresa Hoadley - Program Delivery/ Price Support 
Ryan Vanden Berge - Farm Loan Program  

  

State Committee: 
 
Acting SED, Joseph Schultz 

 

To find contact information for your local office 
go to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/sd 
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